
VETERANS DAY WARBIRD FLY-IN

AFTER ACTION REPORT

On Sunday, November 11th our club held our first Warbird Fly-in to benefit the Wounded
Warrior Project. As always, our club came up BIG!! As most of you know 100% of the pilot fees and
donations went to the Wounded Warrior Project, all other costs associated with the event were borne
by the club or donated by individual club members. Thanks to a great turn out, 55 pilots registered, a
check in the amount of $665.00 will be sent to the Wounded Warrior Project. It should be noted that in
addition to our own members we had pilots from the Miami area, Cape Coral and Port St. Lucie.

The day was clear and bright with a brisk wind out of the east, “right down the pipe”!  For just
about the whole day we had at least one aircraft in the air and the spectators enjoyed the great show
the pilots put on.  “ The best free show in town”. As usual we had a wonderful array of WWII fighters
and many other types of aircraft in military use. Everyone enjoyed  the WWII fighter gaggles. The sight
and sound of the big gassers coming down the runway is really something special. However, there is a
certain amount of risk putting up that many big airplanes at the same time. Unfortunately, we had a
mid-air that resulted in the loss of Doug Smith’s Top Flite GS P-47 “Boise Bee”.  This was a  thirteen year
old airplane that had seen her share of gaggles. If she was going to be lost, better in the air with her
sisters.  Thankfully, the crash site was well away from all spectators and no one was hurt. The other
plane was a Meister ME 109 flown by Rich Smith. Rich was able to land the plane safely in spite of heavy
“battle” damage. Another highlight of the day was our own Richard Schultz who put on a great show
flying his ultra scale Coast Guard  helicopters in really windy conditions.  In short it was a great day,
with lots of flying, fellowship and fun, and all for a great cause. My thanks to all the pilots that flew and
really put on a great show.

As usual we have our number one benefactor, Steve  Westervelt, to thank for the great event T-
shirts which were given to each registered pilot. Steve just refuses to let us have an event without a T-
shirt! It should also be noted that Steve had the backdrop for the pilot pictures made, also at
considerable cost. No doubt the event would not have been nearly as successful without Steve’s
awesome generosity and commitment to our club. Saying THANK YOU is hardly adequate.

Each pilot was given a mounted commemorative photograph of himself posing in front of the
backdrop Steve had made with his  aircraft. As usual, Arty Mundell took the pictures as well as donating
all the materials necessary to give each pilot a unique momento of the day.  Again, many thanks to Arty
for his great contribution to the success of the event.

Special thanks also to our club President , Doug Christensen, who once again gave us the use of
his sound system, helped set up the field and assisted whenever and wherever possible.  Thanks also to
our Susan Bachrach, who once again worked on registration and kept a close eye on the finances.  Also,
thanks  to Ed Christiansen who served as AIR BOSS  for the day. He spent the whole day on flight line



controlling the aircraft traffic on the ground and in the air.  I hope by now most of our members have
seen the great video on our website that Chris Siler put together. Chris spent most of the day filming
and flying and really put together a first rate video compilation of the day. Thanks Chris!

This will be my last event as Contest Director and I certainly hope the tradition of having the
annual warbird event will continue and that it will be used to support some worthy cause. I believe that
since we fly on public land  it is vitally important to demonstrate that we “give back” to the community.

That’s all for now fly safe, have fun and help someone!

Alexander A. Acuti
Contest Director


